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Words from Japanese translator

When | left a dormitory of Oregon State University a long time ago, Mike Wolfe
who was my best roommate grasped both my hands and gave me a book. It was
the book titled "AS A MAN THINKETH" and | always have it on my favorite
bookshelf. Mike who is from Kansas City, Missouri came a long way to
Oregon tucking the book at the bottom of his backpack. In the back cover of the
book I can find a message had written by his mother to him and dated as May 25,
1976. In opposite page spread there’'s a message from Mike to me and it was dated
as 3-16-79. Whenever | read a word “TOMODACHI” (means “friend”) at last of his
message, | remember what he said in triumph, “It's gonna be only a word I'll
never forget in Japanese!”

Noted famous book is always handed down to posterity and remains in our
mind. Young people may not like this book easily just like I was never interested
in this book in those days. It's all right. Leave this book away for a while and just
remember this book when you had a bitter experience continuously, knew the
difficulty about keeping positive attitude in your life or encountered many walls
to overcome. This book is the one that always encourages you greatly.

Let's believe myself. Let's step forward. And if you never give up believing, you
will encounter wonderful things and you'll find yourself being moved and inspired
by something. Be a strong man who knows the value of believing even if someone
betrayed you. And when you lost to something or you can’t stop crying, or when
you don't feel like anything to do, then this book will surely encourage you.

Here is one thing that | would like to say about what I've tried to keep
cherishing throughout my Japanese translation work. It's a very difficult and
responsible work to translate a foreign book into Japanese because not only the
language but the culture is different. The more | translate, the more this feeling
grows. If | tried to express a sentence with easy explanation, then the value of
original expression would be disappeared. If | preferred the original expression,
then it would be hard to understand it for Japanese readers. In this book I put
both of English and Japanese for each sentence because my poor translation
never be perfect and | would like to leave the original sentences for readers'
reference. My goal in this translation is to keep original expression as long as |
can. Refer to original sentences and feel real meanings if you can't understand my
Japanese translation.

It has been more than 20 years since | met Mike in Oregon, the while I married
and became a father of two sons. Having played catch with my sons is going to be
an old memory of the past. Time always goes forward, and it's true for today and
tomorrow and forever. | felt that 1 wanted to translate this book before my sons
took the first step to the world and experienced the hardship of life.

I believe that this book will remind you of your dream and lead people's wishes
to their goals.

Dedicated to my sons, Shunsuke and Kosuke.
Allen Takahashi
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Afterword from translator

Actually, the translator Allen Takahashi is the name of my family's dog. | may
be advised not to use "Allen" to avoid confusion, however, here's an episode about
this.

Some months ago, | found a writer's name "Hideki Takahashi" on a publisher
advertisement in my commuter train. It's the same family name, same first name
as mine, and the same Kanji characters are exactly used. | was extremely shocked
by this fact and begun to daydream; | thought first, " I can't use my real name as
a professional writer from now on!" Actually, becoming a writer itself is an
unrealistic dream for me. But still | considered seriously, "Then, what shall | do? |
don't like to use any pen name because it sounds affected to me. It probably won't
happen that | can make my debut as a writer, though. ..."

"Mr. Allen Takahashi!", then, my dog's name flashed across my mind. This is
the way that my dog is called at Takahashi Animal Hospital. There's no relation
but the doctor's name is also Takahashi. Anyway, my dog Allen is "Allen
Takahashi" at the hospital. | can prove this by checking his name "Mr. Allen
Takahashi" on the paper bug for the medicine. Though | haven't noticed that his
last name is Takahashi so far, it's apparent that his name is Allen Takahashi,
considering he is a precious member of my family. The author of the book I've
translated very hard is Mr. James Allen, and my dog is Mr. Allen Takahashi. Both
have "Allen" in their name. One is a last name and another is a first name. | don't
know why but somehow the sound of "Allen Takahashi" was left in my mind
deeply and that is the reason why | used "Allen Takahashi" as the name of
translator of this book.

omit several paragraphs

Now I've felt a sigh of relief since | completed the translation work of
"Kangaeta toorini" that is Japanese title of AS A MAN THINKETH because |
spent much time of my holidays which should be shared with my family for this
translation work. Becoming a professional writer seems impossible forever to a
salaried worker who has devoted most of his time to a company. Still I have a
dream in my pocket, hoping a wonderful thing comes true someday.

Finally, I would like to thank my wife Mikiko for especially patience throughout
my long period of translation work.

Allen Takahashi
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